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1. Introduction 
 
The Working Group’s last quarterly Meeting was held at Westbury-on-Trym Academy 
on 29 April. Notes of the Meeting have been circulated to all attendees and can be 
viewed on the NP’s website (www.activenp.co.uk). 
 
As reported to the last NP Meeting in March, there continues to be a growing mood of 
frustration within the Transport Working Group resulting from there being insufficient 
resources available within BCC’s Highways function to deliver the schemes previously 
sanctioned by the NP during the last four years. 
 
However, the additional city-wide funding of £500k agreed in January to procure extra 
highway engineer resources in 2015/16 should help improve the situation and clear the 
current backlog of sanctioned minor traffic schemes. 
 
Attachment 1, included in the Working Group’s Report to the last NP, is reproduced 
again to highlight both the uncompleted sanctioned schemes and also indicates that 
the NP3 cumulative budget from 2010/11 to 2014/15 is £128,570, which should be 
compared to the cumulative “Committed” figure of £107,000. It will also be noted that 
the cumulative NP3 Outturn figure to date is “ZERO”. As yet, the NP’s Minor Traffic 
Schemes’ budget for 2015/16 has not been confirmed but should be approximately 
£25k. 
 
Until these Outturn figures are made available, the NP will have no idea of the 
underspend going forward. Such a figure is a prerequisite for our NP to be able to 
consider allocating any funds for the new “Minor Works + Minor Signing & Lining” 
category that was created by Highways for 2014/15 - but not defined absolutely. 
However, it is understood to include “minor works, signing and lining that does not 
require a TRO, or major Officer input”. 
 
At the last NP Meeting, The Area Manager (Highways) took Actions directed at 
resolving these issues and to report back to the June NP Meeting. However, at the time 
of writing (21 May) no updates have been provided. 
 
2. Greater Bristol Bus Network (GBBN) 
 
The debate has continued as to the efficacy of the GBBN bus lane on the approach to 
the White Tree Roundabout. At last year’s June NP Meeting, the Area Manager 
(Highways) took an Action to produce a “draft monitoring plan” to review the current 
situation. We continue to await the results of the monitoring survey (reportedly 
completed before the Christmas school holiday period) and, more importantly, any 
interpretation ascribed to the survey results. At the last NP Meeting, the Area Manager 
(Highways) took an Action to provide the results in time for this June’s NP Meeting. 
 
 

http://www.activenp.co.uk/


3. Cribbs/Patchway New Neighbourhood (CPNN) 
 
There has been little in the way of significant Stakeholder involvement by BCC on their 
proposals for mitigating the effects of the CPNN development on the transport 
infrastructure in north Bristol. The last summary documentation, provided in February 
by BCC’s Transport Development Manager, indicated that any mitigation proposals 
going forward were likely to be limited to wall-to-wall priority bus lanes along the whole 
of the A4018 corridor, plus the banning of right turns at all the outbound light-controlled 
junctions on Falcondale Road (with the exception of Canford Lane) and signalising the 
Old Crow Roundabout. 
 
4. Minor Traffic Schemes 
 
As highlighted in Section 1 of this Report, the NP has never been advised of any 
annual outturn figures for the Minor Traffic Schemes’ budget - be that an underspend or 
an overspend going forward. Attachment 1 details ALL the schemes approved by NP3 
since 2010/11 with their current status. 
 
Until these Outturn figures are made available, the NP will have no idea of the 
underspend going forward. Therefore, it is currently impossible for our NP to consider 
allocating any funds for small schemes in the “Minor Works + Minor Signing & Lining” 
category that do not require a TRO, or major Officer input. 
 
Attachment 2 (“Open Highway Issues”) details the status of all 38 of the currently 
unfunded minor traffic schemes across our NP. This includes several potential minor 
works schemes. If there is a “real” cumulative underspend to date, then some of the 
“minor works” projects detailed in Attachment 2 could be funded now, such as: 
 
• H137 – Wellington Hill West Zebra Crossing upgrade (part funded with NP4) 
• W109A – Eastfield Road footway widening 
• W121A – Falcondale Road Zebra Crossing (Belisha Beacon halos and anti-skid 

surfacing) 
 
It will be noted from Attachment 1 that there are currently 12 schemes with their status 
categorised as “on-going”, ie not yet completed. Some of these schemes were 
sanctioned back in 2011/12. 
 
However, on a more positive note, work on traffic-calming measures in Chock Lane 
(W114), dropped kerbs in Eastfield Road (W109) and additional “No Entry” signing in 
Channells Hill (W137, minor signing & lining) is due to commence in early June and be 
completed by the end of June. 
 
Also, new parking restrictions in Sneyd Park – included as part of the much larger 
“Downs Parking Review” – should now be implemented, following completion of the 
Statutory Consultation at the end of May. 
 
5. Footway Refurbishment Schemes 
 
With effect from April this year, the responsibility for prioritising footway refurbishment 
and surface dressing schemes will no longer rest with the NP but has been returned to 
highway officers for city-wide prioritisation. 
 
At the last NP Meeting, we were advised by the Area Manager (Highways) that the NP 
would receive schedules detailing the footway refurbishment and surface dressing 



schemes that had been agreed for our NP area in 2015/16. However, as yet, this 
information has not been received but it could be presented to the June NP Meeting. 
 
6. Recommendations 
 
The Neighbourhood Partnership is requested to: 
 
1. Note the continued lack of budget monitoring for the NP’s devolved minor traffic 

schemes, such that the level of available funding going forward for additional “minor 
works” projects is currently unknown (Item 1, above). 
 

2. Note the lack of progress with publishing the results of the traffic survey that is a 
prelude to the possible removal of the remaining section of bus lane on the 
approach to the White Tree roundabout, or to justify its retention (Item 2, above). 
 

3. Note the current lack of any major Stakeholder involvement with proposals to 
mitigate the potential impact of additional traffic volumes on the A4018, arising from 
the Cribbs/Patchway New Neighbourhood (CPNN) (Item 3, above). 
 

4. Note that work on the long-awaited traffic-calming measures in Chock Lane is due 
to commence in early June, with completion by the end of June (Item 4, above). 
 

5. Note that footway refurbishment and surface dressing schemes are no longer 
prioritised by the NP. Such schemes are now prioritised centrally and the NP 
advised accordingly (Item 5, above). 

 
 
 
Alan Aburrow  
Chairman, Transport Working Group 
(21 May 2015) 
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